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We invite your special attention to the following two articles 
by Mr. Richard M. Bowers. The first of these articles deals with the 
formation of a new Connecticut Conservation organization and some im- 
portant and current conservation issues, particularly the proposed 
Long Island Sound Bridge. The second article.deals with the very 
critical and current subject of pesticide pollution.in Cofinecticut. 
We urge each of our members to consider these problems carefully and 
to take appropriate action. : 


ie STATEWIDE CONSERVATION ITEMS 
ee 


The formation of a Connecticut Wildlife Federation is being 
planned in Connecticut. This organization is to be the affiliate in 
Connecticut of the National Wildlife Federation. The National Wild- 
life Federation is attempting to organize similar state wildlife 
federations in other states, and there is active and operating a 
Maryland Wildlife Federation in Maryland. 


Currently the Connecticut League of Sportsmen's Clubs is the 
Connecticut affiliate of the National Wildlife ‘Federation and the 
League is in the process of changing its by-laws and name to become 
the Connecticut Wildlife Federation. 


The Connecticut Wildlife Federation will invite and solicit 
individual and group memberships and will attempt to coordinate the 
aims and views of those interested in open space conservation and 
wildlife on matters of statewide concern. 


The Connecticut Wildlife Federation could well be a significant 
and effective force concerning such matters as whether or not to allow 
thermal pollution in the Connecticut River by the ConnYankee Atomic 
Plant and other plants thereby endangering the shad and other migra- 
ting fish species which must migrate right by the hot water discharge; 
chemical spraying which endangers our wildlife; destruction of open 
Spaces needed as wildlife habitats. 


One matter upon which a Connecticut Wildlife Federation could 
be effective would be on declaring the wildlife viewpoint as to 
whether or not there must be a Long Island Sound highway of some sort. 
If there must be a highway, the Federation could comment concerning 
the location of the mainland connection or connections and as to whether 
the highway would be on a bridge or in a tunnel in order to cause the 
least wildlife destruction possible. 


(continued on page 2) 


(continued from page 1) 

There is one oft-mentioned connecting mainland point which is 
familiar to most, if not all, of us in the Sanctuary and the Science 
Center. This is Napatree Point off Watch Hill in Rhode Island. All 
of us who have: known and,enjoyed Napatree Point must realize that’ 
planning an interstate highway along it would radically alter and 
substantially if not entirely destroy all of the best features of 
Napatree Point as a recreation and wildlife area. 


The combined voices of a Connecticut Jildlife Federation, a 
Rhode Island Wildlife Federation and a New York Wildlife Federation 
recommending abandoning or altering highway plans concerning Long 
Island Sound would be nearly impossible not to follow. . There seems 
to be no need fora highway connection from Eastern Long Island: in 
the foreseeable future for pufposes of carrying traffic. Yet we must 
be collectively shaken from our complacent viewpoints.that it could 
never happen by the recent announcement that EIGHTY THOUSAND DOLLARS 
has been appropriated (undoubtedly from our taxpayers pockets) for a 
feasibility study. Many firm decisions may result from this study and 
state wildlife federations could see that ‘the decisions do not ignore 
wildlife values. ah 


Since wildlife values usually are free to the public it is 
a@ifficult if not impossible for the economic minded’ highway planners 
to evaluate such values by the usual: dollar yardstick of comparative 
costs. Thus the highway planners tend to be @rawn to wildlife areas 
aS areas where it will ‘cost' less to locate their supposedly desirable 
traffic movers. 


We outdoor, recreation, conservation, Sports, and wildlife con- 
cerned members of the public must-not allow the economic planners to 
make decisions which consider only the 'cost' of things and ignore or 
consider lightly public values because no 'cost' is charged for the 
public's use of those public areas. tye x ‘ 


If public areas for activities -such as- fishing, boating, hiking,: . 
picnicking, hunting, bird-watching, relazation, ‘meditation, etc., are 
not to be gradually eroded the public must join together to prevent or 
at least moderate the destruction of conservation and open space values 
50 as to ensure that the values Supposedly to bé served by destroying 
the open space will be likely to lead to thé greatest good for the. 
greatest number in our society. The more concern about and, when _appro- 
priate, opposition to ill-conceived development plans the better society 
we can expect. Let us not find, that we know the ¢ost of everything but 
perbaps at thé same time have lost the value of everything. We should 
make known our position as favoring thé preservation of Napatree Point 
as a public wildlife area. I¢ may not :cost any of us anything if 
Napatree Point is lost but we will all have lost Something of value. 


by Richard M. Bowers 
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STATE SUBSIDIZED AERIAL SPRAYING OF CHEMICAL POTSONS 
_ OF CHEMICAL POISONS 


It is understood that there will be legislation in Connecticut 


Proposing to reinstate the discontinued dangerous state subsidy to 
towns whereby state taxpayers pay a portion of the cost of chemical 
poisons for aerial Spraying to kill gypsy moths. 


It is also understood that such proposal 
cal poisons DDT and Sevin as two of the types 
aerial spray programs against the gypsy moth. 
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poison DDT 


environment does not dis- 
appear or break down but builds up in the tissues of wildlife thereby 
killing such wildlife after tolerance points have been passed, and also 
endangering the wildlife's productivity even before the lethal point 
has been reached. The residual characteristics of the poison DDT are 
also considered a risk to humans. 


No scientist has EVER declared the Sypsy moth to be a public 
health hazard. Most foresters even declare that the gypsy moth is not 
Significantly harmful to the economic value of our forests. The eypsy 
moth is chiefly a nuisance to humans picnicking in the woods or wooded 
areas. It is understood that much of the support for the state subsidy 
comes because of the nuisances caused by such acts as Sypsy moths drop- 
Ping upon picnic tables, ete. Such incidents are annoying, to be sure, 
but do they justify the reinstating of the dangerous progran of a state 
Subsidy which will encourage tons of the poisonous DD? and Sevin to be 
introduced into our environment? Individual towns can and will still 

e their own funds; the issue at the state level 


be able to appropri: 


is only the state subsidy of a part of the cost of the poisons. 
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Already significant differences between the DDT level in the tis- 
Sues of wildlife in the western half of cur state (where most of the 
aerial DDT Spraying for &ypsy moths has occurred) has been recorded as 
compared with the DDT level in ti es of wildlife in the eastern half 
of Connecticut (where, as yet, Spraying of DDT for the 
8ySpy moth has occurred). Such diff along with other data, have 
established that DDT does stay in the environment and yearly doses tend 
to build up in the bodies of wildlife ana fish. 2 this, and 
through direct exposure, it presents a risk to humans that lasts years 
and years. 


(continued on page 4) 


(continued from page 3) 


It would seem certain that no state subsidy should be allowed 
which would include contribution towards the cost of the poison DDT 
which is to be massively introduced into the environment by aerial 
spraying. There seems to be difference of viewpoints as to the risks 
of introducing’Sevin (a newer chemical poison) into the environment. 
Some say Sevin will not build up but rather will chemically break down 
in a short while and therefore will not endanger wildlife and will not 
be a risk to human health. Some scientists advise that Sevin is apt to 
be a dangerous as DDT and should not be used. Sevin has affected bees 
and fish. 


The conservationists' viewpoint as to Sevin, it would seem, must 
be one of caution. Since the gypsy moth does not pose any problem to 
public health and hardly even a danger to our trees, and since some 
scientists declard that the introduction of Sevin into the environment 
by massive. aerial spraying will endanger wildlife and create a risk to 
public health, no state subsidy should be allowed which would help pay 
for any of the cost of the poisons DDT or Sevin in any gypsy moth pro- 
gram whereby such poisons would be massively introduced into the en- 
vironment by aerial spraying. 


No position is expressed at this time either for or against a 
program, by for instance the State Park and Forest Commission on its 
own, to spray from motor vehicles: areas nearby picnic or other public 
recreation areas. Such a program would at least not be as massive an 
introduction of chemical poisons as would be the case in aerial spraying 
programs. Run-off and drift contamination would be far less as well. It 
is urged that everyone contact his or her state legislators and request 
such legislators not to allow a state subsidy for the chemical poisons 
DDT or Sevin by aerial spraying for the gypsy moth situation. 


by Richard M. Bowers 


ABOUT MR. BOWERS - An attorney, Mr. Bowers is one of 
Southeastern Connecticut's most sctive and ardent con- 
servation cpok « of *he Pequot- 


sepod Vilciife n= and now 
Treasures of the er of Tne Nature 
Consesyaicy, a charter member of tas Connecticut Valley 


ittee, a Director of Aton Forest, Inc. and, 
of Connecticut Corservatio ts. Inc. He 
was tie recipient this past year of a National Conser- 
vation Award given by The Nature Conservancy.: This 
award was made in recognition of the time and effort 
devoted to the Conservancy whose purpose it is to ac- 
quire outstanding biological and geological areas and 
preserve them in their natural state for scientific 
and aesthetic purposes. 


RECOMMENDED WATCHING 


We commend to you the television program "The Wild Kingdom" nar- 
rated by Mr. Marlin Perkins. This is an interesting, entertaining and 
informative half-hour devoted to wild animals the world over. The program 
can be seen at 5:00 P.M. on Sunday evenings over Channel 10, Providence. 
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COMING SOON - EVENTS OF THE REGULAR PROGRAM 


February 14 SUNDAY FAMILY FIELD TRIP - "BIRDS AT OUR FEEDERS" If it 

10:00 A.M. snows, come anyway as the birds feed especially actively 
before, after and even during a snow fall. The birds may 
be watched from indoors. If you wish, bring a late mor- 


ning snack - we will provide coffee. 


February 17% TRAILSIDE LECTURE SERIES - "PREDATION, PREJUDICE AND 

8:00 P.M. PROGRESS" by Robert F. Kunz, Several live specimen types 
will be shown. 

March 17% TRAILSIDE LECTURE ES - "BIRDS IN THE LANDSCAPE" by 


8:00 P.M. Roland C. Clex r. Clement is the Staff Biologist of 
the National Audubon Society. 


ALSO COMING SOON = 


February 20tb A special 16mm color and sound film from the photo film 
Saturday library of the National Audubon Society. "BIRDS OF AFRICA" 
10:00 A.M. is a forty-minute film, the first of its type to be taken 


fabulous bird life of Kenya, Uganda, Tan- 
ganyika a eastern Congo. Photography and narration 
is by Mr. Bayard W. Head who was on a four-month expedi- 
tion with Dr. Roger T. Peterson. The film shows close 
association between the birds and many of the big-game 
animals. Children and adults are all encouraged and wel- 
come. This film will be free to Sanctuary members. Non- 
member adults 50¢, non-member children 25¢. 
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CHRISTMAS BIRD CENSUS 1964 


Good success was obtained on this years annual Christmas bird cen- 
sus. Coordinator this year was Mr. Robert DeWire, a Sanctuary member of 
long standing. Census takers were especially honored by the participation 
of Dr. Roger T. Peterson. One hundr 1 n species and 25,221 individuals 
were identified and counted on Dece: , the count day. An additional 
ten species were identified during the count period. This was the second 
most successful count in the history of the New London census area. 


NEW APPOINTMENT FOR OUR CURATOR 

Mr. Robert F. Kunz, our Sanctuary Curator, has been appointed as 
an interim trustee on the Board of the Connecticut Chapter of The Nature 
Conservancy. At its Executive Meeting held on Saturday, January 9%, the 
Executive Board approved this appointment made earlier by its Chairman. 
Mr. Kunz has been active in the work of the Jonnecticut Chapter in several 
recent projects. 


DUST OF SNOW 


The way a crow Has given my heart 
Shook down on me A change of mood 

The dust of snow And saved some part 
From a hemlock tree Of a day f had rued. 


Robert Frost 
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